

Meet* 

WsBSIS. 



A dean 
sweep 

meet 

For a dean sweep, meet this 
trio of new produds from 
KJcen-Bore 



MagBrushes and MagSwab 
whisk away gummy residue 
from magazines and wells to 
give semi-auto shooters fast 
magazine release and more 
positive ammo feedng. 

Shotgunnere will find 
washable, reuseable 
ClayMate ideal for quick, 

between-round 
cleaning. It's 
i threaded for 
brushes and 
I mops. And fits 
neatly into your 
gun case. 






Handgunners 
new have the 
protection of 
Saf-T-Clad 
coating in a 6tt' 
I rod for .2S-.45 
cal iber guns 
with up to 8* barrels. 

And every shooter will want 
to complete a dean sweep 
with the brilliant protective 
finish of KJeervBrite 
gun polish. ^ _ _ ■ 

Available at fine 
gun dealers 
where quality 
KleervBore 
products 
are sold. 



Northampton, MA 01060 
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Whit happened to the other 233? 

Do you expect us to believe that 
nobody in the city of Chi-town was 
done with anything larger than .357? 
Did all the shotguns sneak off to Philly 
and Gary, Ind.7 

After we get by that, someone should 
inform the illustrious mayor of Chicago 
that banning the cause of approximately 2 
percent of the homicides will not appre- 
ciably help next year's stats whereas ban- 
ning hammers and baseball bats would be 
a 7 percent lot* in the figures. 

Scissors, gasoline and pillows, not to 
mention electric cords! Will he attempt to 
ban them next? How about "hands, feet 
and fists"? Nice try, and keep up the good 
work. 

Steven A. Benson 
Pahrump, Nev. 
Several sharp-eyed readers added up the 
murder statistics and realized the discrep- 
ancy. We accidentally omitted some foot- 
notes from our synopsis of the official 
report. Of the 927 homicides , 96 were 
ruled “narcotics related H and were not 
included In the statistics ; 133 were 14 gang 
related 44 and were not included ; six 
involved the careless use of weapons and 
eight were committed during a sex offense. 

Here are more statistics from the 
Chicago study: August was the worst 
month with 121 homicides and February 
was the most peaceful with only 56. 
Indoor homicides totalled 252 while mur- 
ders on the streets were 307 , with another 
30 in alleys. There were 64 inpublic 
buildings. Two were killed in a car wash. 

Male/black suspects accounted for 
702 homicides , male/hispanics caused 
131 and female/ black caused 94. 
Male/white suspects totalled 51 and 
female/white caused three while one each 
were accredited to male/Indian and 
female/indian. (The totals are higher than 
the 927 homicides because in some cases 
there was more than one murderer per 
victim.) — Editor 

Whara's The Brain? 

In the March/ April American Hand- 
gunner , Massad Ayoob suggests that a 
.220 Swift-like bullet fired from the 
Grassy Knoll struck the right front part of 
JFK's head. He also tells us that JFK's 
"missing" brain "...appear(s) to have 
been almost completely evacuated by the 
explosive effects of the bullet that tore his 
head apart" 

He also wrote that the 6.5mm 
Mannlicher-Carcano, with abput the same 
potential as a .30-30, could not cause as 
much disruption as seen in JFK's head, 
especially with FMJ bullets. 

Mr. Ayoob is badly mistaken: 

1) Three-fourths of JFK’s brain was 
still in his head when the autopsy was 
begun: a brain weighing over three 
pounds was removed 

Brain disruption was limited to the 
right side, extending from back to front 
the entire length of the brain, exactly 



where one would expect it, given the loca- 
tion of the unmistakable bullet entrance 
wound in the back of the skull and the 
blown out exit wound in the right from. 

This damage pattern is totally incon- 
sistent with having been caused by any 
kind of projectile entering the right from 
part of the skull. The official autopsy 
report can be read in Dr. John K. Lat- 
timer's Kennedy and Lincoln — Medical 
and Ballistic Comparisons of Their 
Assassinations (New York, Harcourt 
Brace Jovanovich, 1980, pp. 183-190). A 
drawing of the brain wound, reproduced 
from the National Archives , is also shown 
on p. 221. 

2) Front and side view X-rays of Pres- 
ident Kennedy's head (p. 299 of Dr. Lat- 
timer's book) show small bullet frag- 
ments, all on the right side of the brain, 
along the path of the 6.5mm bullet The 
deformed jacket (rifling matched to 
Oswald's rifle) and separated core of this 
bullet were found in the front-seat area of 
the presidential automobile. 

These are also shown on p. 219, with 
two other similarly separated FMJ test 
bullets which had been fired through 
human skulls duplicating , the angle of the 
JFK shot This proves, conclusively, that 
even a heavily jacketed rifle bullet is like- 
ly to deform and fragment when it hits the 
thick and hard part of the human skulL 

3) As for Ayoob’ s claim that the .30- 
30 is incapable of causing the amount of 
disruption observed in JFK's head, in 
DiMaio's book ( Gunshot Wounds, Else- 
vier, NY, 1985, p. 151) is a photograph of 
a head wound, caused by a .30-30, which 
exhibits considerably greater disruption 
than JFK's head did. 

In my teaching slide collection 1 have 
another example of a .30-30 caused head 
wound in which essentially everything 
above the cheekbones has been blown 

Any reader interested in the JFK 
assassination should find Dr. Lattimer’s 
superb book mandatory reading. 

Martin L. Fackler, M.D. 

Hawthorne, Fla. 

Massad Ayoob replies : 

I have long spoken and written 
respectfully of Dr. Fackler 4 s knowledge 
of treating gunshot wounds. His letter is 
proof that the finest computer, when fed 
garbage in, will return garbage out. 

His failure is largely his reliance on 
the Bethesda autopsy. For nearly 30 
years, the JFK autopsy has been used in 
pathology and homicide classes as a 
glaring example of horribly botched post- 
mortem protocols, for reasons that would 
take a long article to explain. 

Even Fackler 4 s other key source, Dr. 
Lattimen, calb that autopsy, charitably, 
“Incomplete. ” 

Responding to Dr. Fackler point by 
point: 

1) A thorough study of the matter 
shows that far more of JFK 4 s brain tissue 
was blown away by the shot than the 
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/ fahesda autopsy showed. Dr. Kemp 
/ fflark , the eminent neurosurgeon who 
pronounced JFK dead, was heard to state 
that the entire side of his head had been 
shotaway. 

Dr. Malcolm Perry , the chief attend- 
ing surgeon at Parkland, also noted a 
massive loss of brain tissue. Dr. Charles 
Crenshaw observed what he said 
appeared to be the entire cerebellum 
hanging out the back of the head wound. 

Dr. " Pepper " Jenkins, the anesthesi- 
ologist, removed some two fistfuls of the 
President's brain tissue from Jacqueline 
Kennedy's hands. Crenshaw also was 
adamant that the death injury was a 
frontal-entry wound from a high-velocity 
rifle, something he was far more familiar 
with than Dr. Humes and the Bethesda 
team and Dr. Perry stated at the time that 
a frontal entry was not inconsistent with 
the wound he observed. 

2) Dr. Fackler's suggestion is incon- 
gruous in that it is completely refuted and 
contradicted by his own earlier work, as 
well as some of what appears in Lattimer. 

The Lattimer book shows that a 
6.5mm Carcano bullet will travel through 
nearly four feet (47") of solid wood with- 
out deformation or deviation. Many 
experts have long known that breaking 
one inch of pine board roughly equals 
breaking a human bone. 

Fackler's workup of the 6.5mm Car- 
cano roundnose bullet indicates that it 
will penetrate 106cm (41+") of flesh sim- 
ulant, will traverse some 50cm (20") 
before it even begins to yaw or tumble. 

Dr. Fackler's caption to his wound 
profile of this 6.5 round, as it appeared in 
The Surgeons Library, made reference to 
"... the unanimous reports of minimal 
severity of the wound. " The Fackler 6.5 
Carcano profile indicated no temporary 
wound cavity would exist until the bullet 
had passed 50cm of depth. 

3) Dr. Fackler's defense of his fellow 
military MD's is perhaps noble but it 
compares apples to oranges. He does not 
present the distance of the shooting in his 
"teaching slide," nor the type of bullet, 
nor the slide itself, no evidence at all 

Regarding the DiMaio photograph, 
Dr. DiMaio himself has told me it was 
an unusually destructive .30-30 wound 
from a softnose or hollowpoint bullet at 
some 30 yards. Dr. DiMaio, the acknowl- 
edged leading expert in forensic exami- 
nation of gunshot wounds, says he him- 
self thought at first it was a muzzle con- 
tact wound. 

Interestingly, Dr. Fackler does not cite 
a much more representative .30-30 soft- 
nose head wound in the same book, with 
the more typical 2" defect. 

Does a grossly atypical softnose 
wound at 30 yards equal a likely round- 
nose full-metal jacket wound at nearly 
three times the distance ? Not hardly, as 
Dr. Fackler should know. 

It was Fackler who wrote in 1991, 
"... the wound profile of the 6.5mm 



Mannlicher-Carccmo, which was typical 
of the first generation of full-metal jacket- 
ed bullets, reveals the very deep penetra- 
tion and minimal disruption caused by 
the nondeforming jacketed bullet..." 
(Emphasis is mine, not Marty's.) 

Sorry , Doc. I'll buy the rest of the 
lone assassin theory, but the head shot 
in frame 313 of the Zapruder film is 
totally incongruous with what the 6.5 
Carcano ball round is known to do. And 
besides, even Zapruder said he heard a 
deafening blast behind him... on the 
Grassy Knoll. 



Iron Sight Theory 

I was intrigued by Mr. Ayoob’s article 
on the JFK assassination in your 
March/April issue. The idea that Oswald 
used the iron sights is interesting and 1 
have long believed that one of the shots 
was an accidental discharge that missed 
the entire car. 

Now for the “however.” Ayoob has 
reservations that the FMJ bullet would 
have disintegrated upon striking the skull, 
thus causing the massive injury. 

In the Warren Report on pages 585 
and 586 is the summary of tests per- 
formed at Edgewood Arsenal by Dr. 
Alfred Olivier. In his tests using gelatin 
filled skulls. Dr. Olivier re-created dam- 
age very similar to President Kennedy’s 



wounds. 

In addition Dr. Olivier recovered bul- 
let fragments which closely resembled 
the two largest fragments found in the 
limousine. It is also stated that prior to 
these tests Dr. Olivier doubted that such a 
bullet could cause this injury. 

I always enjoy reading Massad 
Ayoob’s work. He is objective in forming 
his conclusions as he did in this article. 
Keep it up. 

Robert Talley 
Houston, Texas 



Cut Above The Rest 

I’m a big fan of American Handgun - 
ner and believe you guys are a cut above 
thereat 

I am an amateur photographer as well 
as a gun enthusiast. One of the many 
things that make your magazine so great 
is the photography of Ichiro Nagata. The 
composition and detail of his work is 
spectacular. He even succeeded in mak- 
ing the grips in Hogue’s catalog seem 
more appealing. 

I do not feel that enough people bring 
attention to his contribution to your mag- 
azine. Give the man a raise l 

Does Mr. Nagata do commercial work 
for any company other than Hogue? If so, 
what company? 

RickJ. Riley 
Athens, Ga. 

Ichiro is very selective in what products 
he photographs on a commercial basis, 
but he has taken the pictures for several 
catalogs and advertisements including 
Wilson's Gun Shop, PACT Inc., Ed 
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FIREARMS TRAINING 

STRENQTlf ITHi TAMfTI 

Steel IP8C pfietioc fern* with 
port, base and hardwarTRSK 

Disassembles wtmout tools for 
msv transport Port and basswt* 
work with any shapee below. 
(Must drill mounting hols.) 

A IPSC Target (wtth hols) |S9 
K. Port. base* hdw. $40 





Now you can h«vs a consists 
PsppsrPoppsr. Readyforuse. 
Mads of Amtzers high 
strength steel. Relation IPSC 
sirs. 



Ca f lats wttSi I— t 
Ful Popper 42* 

US Popp* 28- 



S1 10 
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PRECISION CUT STEEL PLATES 

Individual i hoots rs. gun dubs and law enforce- 
msnt agsndts can now buHd their own stssl 
target systems with Mat's high itrtngth cut 
rteel shapes. AR target steel Is tested to meet 
225 minimum BflneK hardness. OutJastsA-36 
or mild steel. 

MAKE YOUR CHOICE OF HIGH 
STRENGTH STEEL SHAPES. 




PRODUCT LIST 



$ 59 
I 15 
S 39 
$110 



A - Full 8tZB IPSC 3^B x 17 3M x 29 1/2 
A1 • Half Size IP8C 3/8x8 7/8x14 3/4 
B - Full Size Popper Plate 3Jx 12x42 
B1 * Ful SJzePopper3/Bx12x42w/best 
C -Steel Bowing Ptn 1/2x4 7/8x15 
ES-SImJ Circle 3/8 xt-dtemter 
E10 * Steel Clide 3/9x10" dlametar 
E12-SM Clide 3/8 x 12” dametsr 
F- "B* zone 3/Bx 6x6 
Q- "A" zone 3/8x6x11 
K • Portable Stand (port, bees, A hardware] 

N - NRA Action Plate 3/8 x 12 x 28 
P-2/3 Size US Poppsr Ptats 3/8 x 8 x 28 $ 29 
PI-2/3 Size U$ Popper S/I x I x 21 «A»e $ 15 



$29 



Wan** Oort+otmUtoimkemaomemUim* 

Stoo* and U mu* 

aye****. IMIor uwwttcec* 

Note: 30 day terms for law enforcement agencies 
with written purchase ordsr. 

$5 package charge on orders 
1 5% dlKOunt on ord«^ *1000 (Cwh) 

UPS or fralght etUfQM. F 08 Rockford, IL 
etUMETOUftOflKfl WT~ 




CALL: WMH-M75 
FAX: DMM-tMS 



yiroilftN 

CORPORATION 

lOaSlIlMlSfrMt 

1480411 BwMort, II IIIOS-OW 
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